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ÅDirector of the Agrifood Technology 
department at ILVO 

Å(Technical) expert in precision and digital 
farming with interest in the business aspect

ÅAmbassador for Digital AgriFood

ÅDigital Farming is part of the solution towards 
sustainable food production 

ÅSupport our ecosystem to bring valuable 
products for the end-users

ÅAg. Engineer fascinated by all 
farm machinery and equipment



Flanders Research Institute for 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food



Mission: to make the agriculture, fisheries and agri-food 

sectors more sustainable 

Research Center of the Flemish Government

Flanders Research Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

In Flanders, Belgium, Europe and the rest of the world

WHO ARE WE?

HOW ARE WE WORKING?

752 employees



WHY DO WE DO WHAT WE DO?

ñWe strive for food systems that are healthy in all 

aspects; from production over processing to 

consumption; and that everything is embedded in a 

healthy environment and characterized by fair socio-

economic relations. That is the horizon that ILVO is 

steering course for.ò
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OUR DNA?  

WORKING TOGETHER European partnerships: 80 EU proposal in 2024

SYSTEM THINKING ÅComplex problems

ÅVisualizing all factors and their relationships

ÅNo problem-shifting!

CO-CREATIVE RESEARCH IN LIVING LABS

VALUE DRIVEN



Why Share Data? 
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Access to qualitative data: 
Farmers, food companies, advisors, policy makers and researchers  need better access to relevant data (e.g., soil maps, weather, 
input use, sustainability info) у without legal uncertainty or endless paperwork. to create real value.

Interoperability and Scalability:
Systems must communicate through standardized or at least interoperable protocols, or more simply said : Make Systems Talk to 
Each Other.

Clear Governance
How governs the data ecosystem? joint decision-ůċťŔŰŊШƚƣƖƨĦƣƨƖĲШĤĲƣƽĲĲŰШŉċƖůĲƖƚШċŰĬШвеШ[ċƖůĲƖШŸƖŊċŰŔǍċƣŔŸŰƚШŊĲƣШċШ
seat at the table to defend fair rules. Who else? It's about transparency, shared responsibility, and trust у so the system 
works for everyone, not just tech giants.

Security, Trust & FAIR use:
Data ownership, sovereignty, and privacy must be guaranteed: Farmers and food companies decide what data they share, with 
whom, and why, , under what conditionsу no forced sharing.

What do we need to achieve impact with
data?



THE BIG FIVE OF THE EUROPEAN  DATA STRATEGY



Too many 
applications! 

More 
complexity! 



How to escape from the twilight zone? 

ceads.eu
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A data ecosystem, defined by a sector or 
application,

whereby decentralised infrastructure enables 
trustworthy data sharing
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How can we build our  data space? 

VLegal and 
Ethical 

framework 

VMulti -
stakeholder  
governance 

VSustainable
business model

VTechnology 
agnostic 

BLUEPRINT BLUEPRINT
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Is anyone using this in 

real life

or is it just PowerPoints 

Plan? 
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Data provider Data provider Data provider Data provider Data provider

Data user Data user Data user Data user Data user



API shop

Connectors API management

Data provider Data provider Data provider Data provider Data provider

Data user Data user Data user Data user Data user





DATA MARKET
ÅConnectShop

ÅMaking data available to the whole 
sector

1

DASHBOARD
Å100% control and respect for the farmer

ÅFarmer decides when to share data, with 
whom and why

1

Ψht9bΩ t[!¢Chwa
Secure, transparent and controlled transport 
of data

1

CONTRACT
With clear ground rules in line with 
legislation and Code of Conduct for data 
sharing in agriculture

1

FOR WHOM?

Farmer

Data provider

Data user

Consent

Controle

Overview

Advice

Lessadministration

ConnectShop

Juridicalcoverage

Market expansion

Innovation

Up-to-date data

Improveproductsand 
services

ConnectShop

IT support

API management

IT support

Support

http://www.djustconnect.be/nl/ConnectShop
http://www.djustconnect.be/nl/ConnectShop


Flemish Agri Data Space 

www.djustconnect.be





NICE! 
BUT WHERE IS THE IMPACT?
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More data shared less admin

A
P
I

Parcel information

Soil analysis

Farm identification
mapping

Soilpassport

80% less follow 
up

Quicker
scan

Farm
specific
advice


